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DYNAMICALLY ADAPTING PROVISION OF
NOTIFICATION OUTPUT TO REDUCE USER
DISTRACTION AND/OR MITIGATE USAGE
OF COMPUTATIONAL RESOURCES

BACKGROUND

Humans may engage in human-to-computer dialogs with
interactive software applications referred to herein as “auto-
mated assistants” (also referred to as “digital agents,” “chat-
bots,” “interactive personal assistants,” “intelligent personal
assistants,” “conversational agents,” etc.). For example,
humans (which when they interact with automated assistants
may be referred to as “users”) may provide commands
and/or requests using (i) spoken natural language input (i.e.
utterances), which may in some cases be converted into text
and then processed, and/or (ii) by providing textual (e.g.,
typed) natural language input. Typically, in order for an
automated assistant application to generate a desired
response on behalf of a user, the user and the automated
assistant application must correspond over multiple interac-
tions. For instance, a user can provide, to an automated
assistant application, a spoken input that describes content
of a responsive message to be transmitted by the automated
assistant application to a contact. Prior to transmitting the
responsive message, the automated assistant may reiterate
the received input from the user to ensure the accuracy of the
received input. When such interactions take place while the
user is engaged in an activity, such as driving a vehicle, the
user can become distracted, thereby creating a dangerous
situation for the user. Additionally, requiring an automated
assistant application to undertake multiple interactions with
a user in order to accomplish a task can waste computational
resources at a computing device that hosts the automated
assistant application, waste computational resources at other
device(s) that supports the functionality of the automated
assistant application, and/or waste network resources (e.g.,
at a client device(s) and/or a network device(s)) consumed
in transmission of data (e.g., audio data) related to the
multiple interactions.

Some automated assistants can additionally and/or alter-
natively provide various notifications to a user, and typically
provide such notifications upon receipt. The notifications
can include, for example, notifications from a device that is
separate from a device executing an automated assistant
application, notifications from applications that are separate
from the automated assistant, and/or notifications from an
operating system of the device executing the automated
assistant application. However, a user may ignore the noti-
fications, not comprehend the notifications, and/or otherwise
not address the notifications, at least at the time of receipt.
As a result, the user may need to interact with the automated
assistant (and/or other applications) at a later time in order
to address any previously presented notifications that were
not addressed by the user at the time of receipt. This can lead
to computational resource and/or network inefficiencies, as
the notifications are ignored upon initial provision, and must
be provided again following the initial provision.

SUMMARY

Implementations of the present disclosure are generally
directed to methods, apparatus, and computer-readable
media (transitory and non-transitory) related to an auto-
mated assistant application that dynamically determines
whether, when, and/or how to present various notifications
to a user. The dynamic adaptation of whether, when, and/or
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2

how to present various notifications can reduce distraction,
thereby increasing user safety—and/or can result in a reduc-
tion in quantities and/or extents of provided notifications,
thereby reducing consumption of various computational
resources utilized in the provision of notifications. In some
implementations, an automated assistant application can
determine whether to: (i) fully present a notification, such as
a text message, (ii) provide a condensed version of content
of the notification, (iii) suppress the presentation of the
notification (or condensed version thereof) until the user is
less distracted, (iv) automatically respond to the notification
(optionally with delayed provision of any aspect of the
notification, or without provision of any aspect of the
notification), or (v) fully suppress the notification. Addition-
ally or alternatively, the automated assistant application can
select an output modality (e.g., sound, image, video, vibra-
tion, and/or any other medium) via which to provide a
notification (or condensed version thereof). In some of those
implementations, whether, when, and/or how to present a
notification can be based on one or more of: a predicted
current level of engagement of the user, a predicted future
level of engagement of the user, one or more properties of
the notification (e.g., content of the notification, a “type” of
the notification, a source of the notification), and/or a time
that the notification is received. In some versions of those
implementations, the predicted current level of engagement
of the user can be based on various sensor data (e.g., from
one or more vehicle sensors of a vehicle of the user and/or
from one or more client devices of the user), a route that is
being navigated by a vehicle in which the user is an occupant
(e.g., when the user is the driver), application data, and/or
other data.

In implementations set forth herein, an automated assis-
tant can determine when and/or how the user would most
likely comprehend and/or address certain notifications, and
provide notifications based on such determination(s). By
providing notifications in such manners, computational
resources can be preserved by mitigating the occurrences of
notifications being provided to a user at a time when the user
is distracted and would not comprehend and/or address the
notifications. Accordingly, providing notifications in such
manners decreases a quantity of occurrences of recalling of
unaddressed and/or non-comprehended notifications at a
later time, thereby conserving computational resources that
would otherwise be utilized in again providing the notifica-
tions at the later time. Additionally or alternatively, by
adapting a format, timing, and/or any other property of the
presentation of a notification, potentially dangerous and/or
distracting situations affecting the user and/or other persons
can be avoided. Furthermore, adapting notifications in such
ways can improve the quality of notifications. For instance,
when presentation of a notification is delayed until a user is
idle or not traveling, less resources can be spent collecting
contextual data, thereby allowing more resources to be used
in the presentation of the notification, as well as to effectuate
a faster response to the notification.

As one example of implementations described herein,
assume a user is driving a vehicle and that a text message is
received at a given time by a computing device of the user
when the user is driving. An automated assistant application
(associated with the computing device and/or an additional
computing device paired with the computing device) can
determine whether, when, and/or how to provide, for pre-
sentation to the user, content that is based on the text
message. The determination can be based on current and/or
future predicted levels(s) of engagement for the user and/or
based on content of the text message. For example, if data
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indicates that, at the given time, the user is highly engaged
and/or will be highly engaged in the near-term, the auto-
mated assistant application can suppress the immediate
and/or near-term provision of any output of content that is
based on the text message. For instance, the automated
assistant application can suppress the immediate provision
of any output of content that is based on the text message and
can instead output content that is based on the text message
at a later time, based on data indicating that, at the later time,
the user is less engaged.

The content provided at the later time can include, for
example, the entirety of the text message or a condensed
version of the text message. Whether the entirety of the text
message or the condensed version of the text message is
provided can be based on a predicted level of engagement at
the later time. For example, the condensed version can be
provided if the predicted level of engagement at the later
time indicates a “medium” level of engagement, whereas the
entirety can be provided if the predicted level of engagement
at the later time indicates a “low” level of engagement. The
content provided at the later time can additionally or alter-
natively include, for example, a prompt to confirm that the
automated assistant application can respond to the text
message on behalf of the user, or a confirmation that the
automated assistant application responded to the text mes-
sage on behalf of the user. For example, the automated
assistant application could have automatically responded to
the text message while the user was highly engaged (and
without first prompting the user), and can provide a sum-
mary of the provided response at the later time based on
determining the user is less engaged at the later time. By
condensing messages, network resources can be preserved,
as less data would be required to transmit a condensed
message rather than a full version of the message.

As another example of implementations described herein,
assume a user is driving a vehicle and that a text message
and a sports score notification are both received at or near a
given time by a computing device of the user when the user
is driving. Further assume that an automated assistant appli-
cation (associated with the computing device and/or an
additional computing device paired with the computing
device) determines, based on data, a “medium” predicted
level of engagement for the user at the given time. For the
sports score notification, the automated assistant application
can determine to suppress the immediate provision of any
output that is based on that notification and instead wait and
provide such output until a time with a “low” predicted level
of engagement—or even wait until driving is concluded.
Such determinations can be based on the “medium” level of
engagement and/or one or more properties of the sports
score notification (e.g., based on it being of a “sports score
type”, being from a particular application, based on prior
interaction(s) of the user with prior sports score notifica-
tions). For the text message, the automated assistant can
determine, based on the “medium” level of engagement and
optionally based on one or more properties of the text
message (e.g., sender, content), to immediately provide a
condensed version of the text message through an audible
output modality, but to not immediately provide any of the
message through a graphical output modality.

As a variation, assume that the same text message and
sports score notification are received, but that at the given
time a “low” predicted level of engagement for the user is
predicted. In such a situation, the sports score notification
can be immediately provided. Also, the condensed version
of the text message can be immediately provided through an
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4

audible output modality, and all or portions of the message
can also be immediately provided through a graphical output
modality.

As yet another variation, assume that the same text
message and sports score notification are received, but that
at the given time a “high” predicted level of engagement for
the user is predicted. In such a situation, the automated
assistant can suppress the immediate provision of any output
based on the sports score notification and can suppress the
immediate provision of any output based on the text mes-
sage. For the sports score notification, the automated assis-
tant can wait and provide output based on the notification
until occurrence of a “low” predicted level of engagement.
For the text message, the automated assistant can instead
wait and provide output based on the notification until
occurrence of either a “medium” or “low” predicted level of
engagement (i.e., whichever occurs first). Optionally, how
the output based on the text message is provided can vary
dependent on whether the occurrence is an occurrence of a
“medium” or a “low” predicted level of engagement. For
example, the entirety of the text message can be audibly and
graphically provided if the predicted level of engagement is
“low”, whereas a condensed version of the text message can
be only audibly provided if the predicted level of engage-
ment is “medium”.

As described above and elsewhere herein, whether, when,
and/or how to provide output that is based on a notification
can be based on current and/or future predicted levels(s) of
engagement for the user. A predicted level of engagement of
a user can be based on various data, such as data generated
by one or more sensors of a vehicle, data related to a route
being navigated by a user, data generated by sensors that
measure physical characteristics of the user (e.g., heart rate
as determined from a sensor of a wearable electronic watch),
and/or other data. For example, a predicted level of engage-
ment can be based on characteristics of audio captured by
microphone(s) of computing device(s) of and/or in the
vehicle. For instance, if captured audio is indicative of
screaming/crying kids, a higher level of engagement can be
predicted than if the captured audio is indicative of relatively
quiet conditions. As another example, a predicted level of
engagement can additionally or alternatively be based on a
speed of the vehicle as measured by one or more sensors, an
amount of recent braking as measured by one or more
sensors, and amount and/or extent of recent acceleration/
deceleration as measured by one or more sensors, etc. For
instance, if sensor data indicates the vehicle is currently
stopped, a lower level of engagement can be predicted than
if the sensor data indicates the vehicle is currently moving
and that multiple significant accelerations/decelerations
have recently occurred. As yet another example, a predicted
level of engagement can additionally or alternatively be
based on current or upcoming traffic conditions, current or
upcoming predicted pedestrian activity, etc. (e.g., as
obtained from map data). As yet another example, a pre-
dicted level of engagement can additionally or alternatively
be based on predicted upcoming portions of a route based on
a destination of the user. A destination of the user can be
based on, for example, the user utilizing user interface input
at a client device to provide the destination to a navigation
application that is providing route guidance to the user
and/or the destination can be inferred without explicit input
from the user. For instance, a stored “work location” for the
user can be inferred based on temporal considerations (e.g.,
in the morning and/or on a weekday), past trips of the user
to the “work location” (e.g., typically occur in the morning
and/or on weekdays), and/or already navigated portions of a
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route (e.g., the thus far navigated route is heading toward the
“work location). Also, for instance, a location for the user
can be inferred based on a calendar entry of the user (e.g.,
based on a location in the calendar entry, and the user driving
near the time of the calendar entry), and/or based on other
data of the user.

As also described above and elsewhere herein, whether,
when, and/or how to provide output that is based on a
notification can additionally or alternatively be based one or
more properties of the notification. Such properties can be
based on content of the notification, a source of the notifi-
cation (e.g., which app initiated the notification or which
other user initiated the notification), a type of the notification
(e.g., a message vs. an app notification, or more granular
types), past interactions of a user with similar notifications,
etc.

Although examples of various implementations are pro-
vided above, such examples are not meant to be limiting.
Additional detail on those various implementations, as well
as additional implementations, are provided below.

In some implementations, a method implemented by one
or more processors is set forth as including operations such
as receiving, at an automated assistant application, an elec-
tronic message that is directed to a user that is on an
excursion to a destination via a vehicle that includes a
computing device. The automated assistant application can
be executing on the computing device or in communication
with the computing device. Furthermore, the message can be
received during or before a first portion of a route of the
excursion. The operations can further include determining a
first predicted level of engagement for the user during the
first portion of the route, determining a second predicted
level of engagement for a second portion of the route that is
subsequent to the first portion of the route, and determining
that the second predicted level of engagement indicates less
engagement than the first predicted level of engagement.

The operations can further include, based on determining
that the second predicted level of engagement indicates less
engagement than the first predicted level of engagement:
determining to withhold output, of any content that is based
on the message, while the vehicle is navigating the first
portion of the route, and causing the computing device of the
vehicle to output, to the user while the vehicle is navigating
the second portion of the route, content that is based on the
message. In some implementations, the method can include
determining, based on the message, that the message corre-
sponds to a category of messages that elicit explicit verbal
content from the user subsequent to receiving the message.
Causing the computing device of the vehicle to output, to the
user while the vehicle is navigating the second portion of the
route, the content that is based on the message can be further
based on: identifying a correspondence between the second
predicted level of engagement and the category of messages
that elicit explicit verbal content from the user. Determining
that the message corresponds to the category of messages
that elicit explicit verbal content from the user can be further
based on historical interaction data associated with one or
more previous interactions between the user and the auto-
mated assistant application. Determining the first predicted
level of engagement and the second predicted level of
engagement is based on route intricacy data for the route.
Determining the route intricacy data can include receiving
map application data from a map application that is acces-
sible to the computing device. Determining the first pre-
dicted level of engagement for the first portion of the route
can include determining, based on the map application data,
an amount of time between at least two maneuvers for
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navigating the vehicle during the first portion of the route.
The method can further include determining, based on the
second predicted level of engagement, an output modality
for providing the content that is based on the message.
Causing the computing device of the vehicle to output the
content that is based on the message while the vehicle is
navigating the second portion of the route can include
causing the computing device to output the content using the
selected output modality. Determining the output modality
for providing the content that is based on the message can be
further based on one or more properties of the message. The
method can also include operations of determining, based on
the second predicted level of engagement, a type of message
content to provide, and causing the computing device to
output the content of the message, based on the content of
the message conforming to the type.

In other embodiments, a method implemented by one or
more processors is set forth as including operations such as
receiving a route to be navigated by a user via a vehicle that
includes a computing device, and generating, for each of a
plurality of portions of the route, a predicted level of
operational engagement of the user. Each of the predicted
levels of operational engagement can quantify a predicted
amount of attention that the user will exert to navigate the
vehicle during a corresponding one of the portions of the
route. The operations can further include receiving an elec-
tronic notification generated by a third-party application,
and generating a predicted level of application engagement
for the electronic notification. The predicted level of appli-
cation engagement can quantify a predicted amount of
cognition that the user will exert when consuming or
acknowledging the electronic notification or responding to
the electronic notification. The operations can also include
correlating the electronic notification to a given route por-
tion, of the portions of the route, based on comparison of the
predicted levels of operational engagement to the predicted
level of application engagement. Furthermore, the opera-
tions can further include, based on correlating the electronic
notification to the given route portion, causing the comput-
ing device of the vehicle to provide output that is based on
the electronic notification when the vehicle is traversing the
given route portion. Generating the predicted level of opera-
tional engagement for the given route portion can include
identifying a category for one or more vehicle maneuvers for
navigating the given route portion. Generating the predicted
level of operational engagement for the given route portion
can include identifying a category for one or more applica-
tion inputs or application outputs associated with the elec-
tronic notification. The method can further include deter-
mining, based on the predicted level of operational
engagement for the given route portion, an output modality
for providing the output that is based on the electronic
notification. Causing the computing device to provide the
output that can be based on the electronic notification
comprises causing the computing device to output the con-
tent using the selected output modality. Determining the
output modality can be further based on one or more
properties of the electronic notification. The method can also
include determining, based on the predicted level of opera-
tional engagement for the given route portion, whether to
cause the computing device to provide, as the output: an
entirety of the electronic notification, a compressed version
of the electronic notification, or a confirmation that the
electronic notification was responded to on behalf of the
user.

In yet other implementations, a method implemented by
one or more processors is set forth as including operations
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such as receiving, at automated assistant application, a
message that includes content associated with an excursion
in which a user is participating. The user can participate in
the excursion using a vehicle that includes a computing
device that is accessible to the automated assistant applica-
tion. The operations can further include identifying, from the
message, one or more queries associated with the excursion
or the vehicle. The one or more queries are directed to the
user from a separate computing device that is operated by a
separate user. The operations can further include accessing
data available to the computing device, the data associated
with the vehicle or the excursion of the user, and determin-
ing, based on the data and content of the one or more queries,
that the data identifies information that is acceptable for
answering the one or more queries without explicit user
interface input generated by the user in response to the
message. The operations can further include generating a
responsive message to the one or more queries that is based
on the data and devoid of the explicit user interface input
from the user, and causing the responsive message to be
transmitted to the separate computing device.

The data can be generated by a route mapping application
that includes location data identifying a destination for the
excursion. The one or more queries can elicit the user to
provide the destination for the excursion. Identifying one or
more queries associated with the excursion or the vehicle
can include identitying a category associated with the one or
more queries identified from the message, and determining
whether the category corresponds to travel related data
accessible to the automated assistant application. Accessing
the data can be performed in response to determining that the
category corresponds to the travel related data. The method
can further include causing the computing device to provide
an inquiry to the user. The inquiry can request permission,
from the user, regarding whether the automated assistant
application is permitted to respond with the responsive
message without the user explicitly reciting content to be
included in the responsive message. Identifying the one or
more queries associated with the excursion can include
parsing the message to distinguish content that is separate
from the one or more queries associated with the excursion.
The data can identify a first location of the vehicle, the
message can identify a second location of the separate
computing device, and generating the responsive message
can include comparing the first location of the vehicle to the
second location of the separate computing device.

In some implementations, a method implemented by one
or more processors is set forth as including operations such
as receiving an electronic notification during navigation, by
a user, of a vehicle that includes a computing device, and
generating a predicted level of operational engagement of
the user. The predicted level of operational engagement can
quantify a predicted amount of attention that the user is
exerting in navigating the vehicle. The operations can also
include determining, based on the predicted level of opera-
tional engagement of the user, at least one property for
provision of content corresponding to the electronic notifi-
cation. The at least one property can identify one or more of:
when the content is provided for presentation to the user, and
a presentation format of the content. The operations can
further include causing the computing device of the vehicle
to provide the content in conformance with the at least one
property. Determining the at least one property can be
further based on at least one characteristic of the electronic
notification. The operations can further include determining,
based on at least one characteristic of the electronic notifi-
cation, whether to provide the content corresponding to the
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electronic notification during the navigation of the vehicle or
to suppress provision of the content until the navigation of
the vehicle has ceased. Causing the computing device to
provide the content in conformance with the at least one
property can be based on determining to provide the content
during the navigation of the vehicle. The presentation format
can include a condensed presentation format. The presenta-
tion format can include a summary of an action to be taken
by, or already taken by, an automated assistant on behalf of
the user.

Various implementations disclosed herein may include
one or more non-transitory computer readable storage media
storing instructions executable by a processor (e.g., a central
processing unit (CPU), graphics processing unit (GPU),
and/or Tensor Processing Unit (TPU)) to perform a method
such as one or more of the methods described herein. Yet
other various implementations may include a system of one
or more computers that include one or more processors
operable to execute stored instructions to perform a method
such as one or more of the methods described herein.

It should be appreciated that all combinations of the
foregoing concepts and additional concepts described in
greater detail herein are contemplated as being part of the
subject matter disclosed herein. For example, all combina-
tions of claimed subject matter appearing at the end of this
disclosure are contemplated as being part of the subject
matter disclosed herein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 provides a diagram that illustrates an automated
assistant that is capable of adapting or customizing the
sending and/or receiving of messages or notifications to a
user.

FIG. 2 illustrates a process diagram for using an auto-
mated assistant application to provide a responsive message
on behalf of a user that is engaging in an activity.

FIG. 3 illustrates a state diagram that provides an example
of how various notifications can be modified and/or pre-
sented by an automated assistant to a user according to
predicted levels of engagement of the user.

FIG. 4 illustrates a method for providing a message to a
user at least partially based on a predicted level of engage-
ment the user can be expected to, or otherwise may be
required to, exhibit while navigating a vehicle through a
route.

FIG. 5 illustrates a method for providing a notification to
auser based on predicted or determined levels of operational
engagement and/or application engagement.

FIG. 6 illustrates a method for automatically responding
to a message from a person based on content of the message
and data available to an automated assistant application.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of an example computer system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Typical automated assistant applications can require
extensive back and forth between the automated assistant
applications and a user before the automated assistant appli-
cations are able to perform some operation to benefit the
user. For example, when a person wants to send a text to
someone, they will have to specify the person, the number
to use (e.g., such as a work number or a home number), and
describe the message content that is to be embodied in the
message to be sent. Oftentimes, messages sent while driving
can be about a route, and/or include information about a
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destination, an event, a time of arrival, people in the vehicle,
and/or any other descriptors that can be related to an
excursion of the user.

As used herein, notifications include various messages
that are directed to a user and that are initiated by another
user sending the messages via a corresponding client device.
Such messages include SMS messages, text messages,
emails, third party messaging application messages, etc.
Notifications further include notifications that are not mes-
sages initiated by another user via a corresponding comput-
ing device. For example, notifications can also include
notifications generated by applications installed on a com-
puting device of a user (e.g., a notification that is a score
update by a sports app, a notification that is a sale notifica-
tion from a shopping app), system notifications generated by
an operating system of a computing device of a user (e.g., a
notification that a battery level is running low, a notification
that a Wi-Fi network is available), etc.

In some implementations, an automated assistant appli-
cation can operate on or at an automobile computing device
and/or a personal computing device that is located within,
but separate from, the automobile. In some of those imple-
mentations, the automated assistant application can operate
on or at the automobile computing device, rather than a
personal computing device such as a cell phone. However,
the personal computing device can be paired with the
automobile computing device, thereby providing a medium
through which the automated assistant application can
access data received at the personal computing device.
Furthermore, because the automated assistant application
can be executing on the automobile computing device and/or
on a personal computing device that is paired with the
automobile computing device, the automated assistant appli-
cation can access vehicle related data. In order to prevent
from distracting while driving or performing some other
activity, the automated assistant can modify a provision (i.e.,
specifications of whether, when, and/or how something is
presented) of a notification or message using data associated
with the activity, the notification, and/or the user.

In some implementations, a message can be received by
a third-party device (e.g., a tablet computing device made by
a third party manufacturer) that is paired with an assistant
application interface of the automobile computing device,
and the assistant application interface can be in communi-
cation with an automated assistant application. The auto-
mated assistant application can be hosted at a remote device,
such as a server device, or at a computing device that is
located within, or otherwise attached to, the vehicle. The
automated assistant application can process the message to
determine whether the message includes one or more queries
that can be responded to using data that is (i) accessible to
the automated assistant application, or (ii) otherwise related
to an excursion of the vehicle. Processing an incoming
message can include classifying a message according to
whether the message is capable of being responded to with
less than a threshold number of interactions with, and/or
inputs from, the user. In some implementations, queries that
can be responded to based on data related to an excursion of
the vehicle can include requests for an estimated time of
arrival and/or a request for a current location of the user or
the vehicle. Messages that include queries that may not be
direct questions regarding a person’s location or time of
arrival can also be responded to, for example, when a sender
is simply telling a person where they are at, whether they
have arrived at the destination, and/or whether an event has
started.
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Data that can be collected during an excursion of a vehicle
can include a velocity of the vehicle, location(s) of the
vehicle, features of an environment of the vehicle such as
weather, where the user is navigating to, an estimated time
of arrival for the user, and/or any the other information that
can be collected by a sensor and/or other device during an
excursion of a vehicle. As described herein, such data can be
utilized in determining whether, when, and/or how messages
and/or other incoming notifications are presented to a user.
Further, such data can additionally or alternatively be uti-
lized in determining content for utilization in responding to
an incoming message on behalf of a user. For example, for
an incoming message of “Where are you?,” instead of a user
having to type out or vocally describe their location to an
automobile computing device, the user can simply confirm
that the automated assistant application send the location of
the user to a sender of the message. The confirmation
permitting the automated assistant application to respond on
behalf of the user can be provided before, during, and/or
after the receipt of a notification. For example, the user can
advise the automated assistant application to reply, without
notification, on behalf of the user when a spouse of the user
inquires about the location of the user via text message (e.g.,
“When my wife asks where I’'m at, please send my location
to her without notifying me while I’m driving.”). As a result,
when the message “Where are you?” is received from the
spouse while the user is driving, the automated assistant
application will reply with geolocation data associated with
the user, and not notify the user of the message or the reply.

Alternatively, while receiving a notification, the user can
set a preference to receive particular notifications when they
have completed an activity (e.g., finished driving, leaving
their office, leaving the grocery, etc.). For instance, the
automated assistant application can notify the user that they
are receiving a call from an acquaintance. When receiving
the notification or the call, the user can provide a verbal
command such as, “Please notify me of calls and missed
calls from Adam when I am done driving.” In response, the
automated assistant application can modify settings for
presenting notifications related to calls and missed calls
from a contact “Adam.” The settings can cause the auto-
mated assistant application to delay the transmission or
notification of calls from Adam until a user has completed
their drive. As described herein, the automated assistant
application can additionally and/or alternatively automati-
cally determine when to provide a notification to a user,
without having previously received any explicit indication
of a preference from the user related to when to provide the
notification. For example, the automated assistant applica-
tion can automatically determine when to provide a notifi-
cation based on predicted level(s) of engagement of a user
and/or properties of the notification, as described herein.

In some implementations, the user can change a modality
through which a notification is presented, thereby allowing
the user to still receive notifications but, perhaps, in a form
that is less distracting or requires less cognitive resources
(e.g., less short term memory). For example, the user can be
operating a vehicle that includes a graphical user interface
(GUI) that is connected to the vehicle computing device.
The automated assistant application can present emails
associated with a work email account at the GUI while the
user is driving. In response to receiving a notification
regarding a work-related email, the user can provide a
spoken command such as, “When I’m driving and I receive
a work email, please just read me the subject line.” In
response, the automated assistant application can change the
modality through which the user receives work email noti-
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fications while driving. Thereafter, instead of a notification
regarding a work email being presented at the GUI of the
vehicle computing device, the automated assistant applica-
tion can cause an audio device (e.g., a speaker) of the vehicle
to output spoken language corresponding to the subject line
of the work email. Alternatively, the user can set preferences
for delaying of notifications until a particular time and/or a
particular condition or context has occurred. For instance,
referencing the aforementioned example, the user can pro-
vide a spoken command such as, “When I’m driving and I
receive a work email, please just read me the subject line
when I’m done driving.” Thereafter, when the user receives
a work email while driving, the automated assistant appli-
cation can read the subject line of the work email to the user
through a device that is being accessed by, or is otherwise in
an audible range of, the user.

The user could also provide the spoken command such as,
“When I’'m driving home from work and I receive a work
email, please just read me the sender’s name when [ get
home.” Thereafter, when the user is driving home and
receives a work email, the automated assistant application
can delay providing a notification to the user until geoloca-
tion data associated with the user indicates that the user is at
home. At that point, the automated assistant application can
cause an audio device in the home of the user to provide an
audible output to the user indicating that the user received a
work email from a particular sender. In this way, the
automated assistant, through input of the user, has reduced
a number of potential distractions while driving, while also
changing a modality through which notifications are
received. As described herein, the automated assistant appli-
cation can additionally and/or alternatively automatically
determine a modality to provide a notification to a user,
without having previously received any explicit indication
of a preference from the user related to a modality. For
example, the automated assistant application can automati-
cally determine a modality for providing a notification based
on predicted level(s) of engagement of a user and/or prop-
erties of the notification, as described herein.

In some implementations, a user can receive a message
from a sender and the automated assistant application can
respond to the message without necessarily reading or
describing the message to the user. For example, the auto-
mated assistant application can process an incoming mes-
sage to determine whether the automated assistant applica-
tion can respond to one or more queries identified in the
message. [f the automated assistant application can respond
to at least one of the queries, the automated assistant
application can generate a notification for the user indicating
that (i) a message was received and/or (ii) that the automated
assistant application can respond to the message.

The automated assistant application can provide a notifi-
cation such as, for instance, “I received a message from
Adam Smith, and I can respond to it with your location.
Would you like me to respond with your location?” If the
user responds positively to the notification from the auto-
mated assistant application (“Yes, please respond to the
message.”), the automated assistant application can generate
a responsive message and cause the responsive message to
be transmitted to a device associated with the sender (e.g.,
Adam Smith). In this way, the user does not necessarily have
to listen to the message while driving, nor does the user have
to necessarily describe what the content of the responsive
message should include. This allows the user to focus more
on other tasks such as driving, communicating with persons
in their vehicle, listening to audio in the vehicle, and/or any
other activities that can be performed safely while operating
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the vehicle. Moreover, computational resources can be pre-
served at the devices operating within the vehicle and/or
remote devices that typically handle the sending and receiv-
ing of messages. Responsive messages can be generated
ahead of the user responding to a notification, in order to
further preserve computational resources. In this way, as
soon as a user provides permission for the automated
assistant application to respond on behalf of the user, any
delay in sending the responsive message can be mitigated.

Furthermore, less speech processing would be needed as
a result of the automated assistant application interpreting
the incoming message and generating a response to one or
more queries identified in the incoming message. The only
speech processing that may need to be performed would be
for example, of the user confirming that they would like the
automated assistant application to respond to the message,
which can be as simple as a one word response such as
“Yes.” As described herein, the automated assistant appli-
cation can determine when to respond to a notification on
behalf of a user based on predicted level(s) of engagement
of a user and/or properties of the notification. Moreover, the
automated assistant application can determine, based on
such considerations, whether to first prompt the user prior to
responding (e.g., require user confirmation), to respond
without first prompting the user, and/or whether and/or when
to provide an indication that the automated assistant has
responded on behalf of the user.

The data that is collected during an excursion and that can
be used when responding to messages can include, for
example, global positioning system (GPS) data. The GPS
data can be used to identify a course of the user and/or a
current location for the user. Each of the identified course
and the current location can be embodied in messages that
the automated assistant application generates to automati-
cally respond to received messages. Location data that is
based on cellular data, such as cell tower triangulation, can
also be used as a basis for responding to incoming messages.
The cellular data can be used in combination with the GPS
data to provide responsive data that is automatically gener-
ated by the automated assistant application when a message
is received.

In some implementations, map application data can also
be used by the automated assistant application. Map appli-
cation data can include, for example, an intended destination
of the user, historical destinations of the user, a start time for
a journey of the user, an estimated arrival time of the user,
nearby locations of the user, stops that the user will be
making along the journey, and/or any other data that can be
accessible to a map application. In some implementations,
velocity and/or traffic information can be used by the auto-
mated assistant application to generate responses to mes-
sages that are received while in route to a location. For
example, a user can be sent a message that requests the user
to call back the sender. However, if the user receives the
message while traveling at a certain velocity and/or at a
particular point in their route that is somewhat complicated
(e.g., includes heavy traffic or complicated maneuvers), the
automated assistant application can modify a provisioning of
a notification that would otherwise be used to notify the user
of a message. For instance, the automated assistant appli-
cation can omit providing a notification to the user regarding
the message and generate a responsive message for the
sender indicating that the user is temporarily unavailable to
make a call because of a particular aspect of their journey
(e.g., their velocity or a difficult turn on their current route).
In other words, the automated assistant application can
determine that the user is at a portion of a route associated
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with a high predicted level of engagement. When the auto-
mated assistant application receives the message while the
user is navigating the portion of the route, the automated
assistant application can identify another time or location
where the user would be less distracted, and therefore be
more capable of receiving the message.

In some implementations, data related to the performance
of the vehicle or operational data corresponding to one or
more subsystems (e.g., brakes, power steering, charge con-
troller, alternator, temperature sensor, tire pressure sensors,
gas tank sensor, etc.) of the vehicle can be used as a basis for
the automated assistant application to dynamically deter-
mine a provisioning of one or more notifications for a user.
For example, data provided by a sensor that measures gas
tank level, charge level, engine maintenance, location of the
vehicle relative to a side of the road, and/or any other data
that can be indicative of a status of the vehicle can be used
as a basis for determining a provisioning of one or more
notifications for a user. In some implementations, the auto-
mated assistant application can receive a message from a
sender and the automated assistant application can provide
the user with options for using the operational data of the
vehicle to receive and/or respond to the message from the
sender.

For instance, when a sender provides a message to the
user asking a location of the user, and the operational data
of the vehicle indicates that the user is low on gas, the
automated assistant application can generate a message that
indicates the user is low on gas. The content of the message
can include, for example, “I’m on Muhammad Ali Boule-
vard, but I need to stop for gas.” Alternatively, the opera-
tional data of the vehicle can indicate that the user is stopped
at the side of the road and requires engine maintenance.
Therefore, responsive message content generated by the
automated assistant application for a responsive message
can describe the status of the user based on the operational
data. For example, when the user receives a message from
a sender asking a status of the user or a location of the user,
responsive message content generated by the assistant appli-
cation can include “I am stopped at the side of the road
because of an engine maintenance issue.”

In some implementations, the automated assistant appli-
cation can process data related to the route of the user to
determine whether the user is able to accomplish a task that
has been identified in a message sent to the user. For
example, if the user is traveling at 60 miles an hour and does
not have to make a turn for another 15 minutes, the user may
be able to conduct a phone conversation while traveling.
Therefore, if the user is sent a message that includes a
request for the user to call the sender back (e.g., “Hey Luke,
can you call me real quick?”), the automated assistant
application can recite the message to the user and/or sum-
marize the message and ask the user whether they would like
to call the sender. Optionally, the automated assistant appli-
cation can remind the user of how much time they have
before their next turn in order to provide context for their
decision of whether to initiate a phone call and/or respond to
the message. If the automated assistant application deter-
mines that the user is too distracted to conduct a phone
conversation (e.g., the user is traveling at 75 miles per hour
and has to make two turns in the next 3 minutes), the
automated assistant application can wait until the user has
less distractions before notifying the user of the message
from the sender. For instance, the automated assistant appli-
cation can wait until the user has completed the route, or at
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least some portion of the route that requires heightened
attention (e.g., maneuvering through the two turns in the
next 3 minutes).

In some implementations, the automated assistant appli-
cation can generate messages that can correct assumptions
and/or discrepancies made by a sender of a message. For
example, a person can send the user a message asking when
they will arrive at a first location such as a movie theater.
However, the user may be driving to a second location, such
as restaurant, at least according to a map application that the
user has employed in order to be routed to the second
location. In response to receiving the message, the auto-
mated assistant application can process the message to
determine that the person is requesting a response from the
user that is related to the user’s current route. Additionally,
the automated assistant application can compare content of
the received message with data associated with the route of
the user. For example, the data associated with the route of
the user can include a destination that has been set by the
user in a map application. When the content of the message
does not correspond to the data from the map application,
the assistant application can generate a message advising the
person that the user is navigating to the second location (e.g.,
the restaurant) and not the first location (e.g., the movie
theater). The automated assistant application can then ask
the user permission to respond to the person with a correc-
tive response (“Adam is asking when you will arrive at the
movie theater. Would you like me to tell him you are going
to the restaurant?”). If the user gives the automated assistant
application permission to provide the corrective message,
the automated assistant application can send the corrective
message to the person. The corrective message can be sent
without requesting the user to provide further content for the
message or to specifically provide the exact text that will be
provided in the corrective message. The corrective message
can be, for example, “I am going to the restaurant.”

In some implementations, because sensor data is typically
language-agnostic, automatic replies generated by the auto-
mated assistant application can be translated according to a
language preference of the sender and/or the user. For
example, a sender of a message may have a preference for
speaking in French, and the sender may send the user a
message, in French, requesting a location of the user. In
response, if the user permits the automated assistant appli-
cation to reply to the sender, the automated assistant can
generate content for the message in a language that the user
is not familiar with (or is preferred by the sender) but is
otherwise based on sensor data associated with the vehicle
in which the user is traveling.

In some implementations, the automated assistant appli-
cation can generate content in response to incoming signals
or notifications from other applications that are different
than messaging applications. For example, a third party
agent or third-party application related to an automotive
dealer or an automotive maintenance company may send a
notification or message that includes a query asking about a
certain aspect of a vehicle owned by a user (e.g., “Is your car
still running hot?”). The content of the notification from the
third party agent can be processed by the automated assistant
application to determine whether the notification is vehicle-
related. If the content of the notification is vehicle-related,
the automated assistant application can access vehicle data
(e.g., temperature sensor data) associated with the vehicle
that the user is driving to determine whether the automated
assistant application is able to generate a response for the
third-party agent.
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If the automated assistant application determines that the
vehicle data is sufficient for generating a response to the
third-party agent, the automated assistant application can
query the user for permission to respond to the third party
agent. For example, the third-party agent can ask about a
status of the brakes of the vehicle, which may have been
repaired or installed by a company that manages the third
party agent. The automated assistant application can receive
a notification asking the status of the brakes and use brake
sensor data from the vehicle to generate content for a
responsive message to be sent back to the third party agent.
The automated assistant application can notify the user of
the notification from a third-party agent and ask permission
for responding to the third party agent (e.g., “I received a
message from the company that repaired your brakes and I
can provide a response to them. Would you like me to send
your current break sensor data to the company?”). If the user
responds positively, or otherwise provides permission for
the automated assistant application to respond to the third
party agent, the automated assistant application can send the
break sensor data to the third party agent, thereby minimiz-
ing the amount of engagement the user has with the com-
pany and/or the third party agent. This can allow the user to
operate their vehicle with less distraction, while also pro-
viding a means through which vehicle manufacturers and
vehicle service providers can receive feedback regarding
their vehicles and/or their services.

FIG. 1 provides a diagram 100 that illustrates an auto-
mated assistant 104 that is capable of tailoring the sending
and/or receiving of messages or notifications to a user.
Specifically, the automated assistant 104 can modify how a
user typically receives messages or indications from the
automated assistant 104 to reduce distractions, such as when
a user is operating a vehicle 116. In this way, the automated
assistant 104 can reduce a number of distractions that would
otherwise interfere with the user, and preserve computa-
tional resources otherwise expended on repetitiously con-
ducting multiple interactions between the user and the
automated assistant 104.

The automated assistant 104 can be hosted at a remote
device 112, such as a server device 102, and/or one or more
computing devices capable of hosting an assistant applica-
tion. For example, in some implementations, the automated
assistant 104 can be hosted at a personal computing device
140, a vehicle computing device 122, and/or the remote
device 112. Processes or functions performed by the auto-
mated assistant 104 can be performed by the server device
102, or distributed over separate devices. For instance, a user
can provide an input, such as a voice command or a textual
input, at an assistant interface 142 of the personal computing
device 140. The input from the user can be transmitted from
the personal computing device 140, over a network 114,
such as a private or public network (e.g., the internet), to the
server device 102. When the input is a voice command, or
other audible input from the user, the input can be received
at a voice to text engine 108, which can be part of the
automated assistant 104 or separate from the automated
assistant 104. The voice to text engine 108 can convert the
input into text, which can be parsed by the automated
assistant 104 to determine how the automated assistant 104
can sufficiently respond to the input from the user.

Interactions between one or more users and the automated
assistant 104 can be stored as assistant interaction data 106.
The assistant interaction data 106 can, for example, provide
correspondence data that identifies one or more inputs
received from the one or more users and one or more
responses generated from the automated assistant 104. The
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automated assistant 104 can employ one or more machine
learning algorithms for learning or otherwise adapting to
user requests, preferences, and/or how the user otherwise
interacts with the automated assistant 104. In some imple-
mentations, the server device 102 and/or the automated
assistant 104 can include an engagement prediction engine
110. The engagement prediction engine 110 can be an
application, script, and/or other executable data capable of
determining or otherwise estimating an amount of engage-
ment for a user to exhibit in order to elicit a response or other
output from the automated assistant 104.

The engagement prediction engine 110 can process the
assistant interaction data 106 in order to generate data (e.g.,
metrics) that indicates a level or rank of complexity for
receiving particular responses from the automated assistant
104. For instance, the assistant interaction data 106 can
include data corresponding to an interaction when the auto-
mated assistant 104 previously indicated to the user that the
user was receiving an incoming call while the user was
driving the vehicle 116. The assistant interaction data 106
can provide further data indicating that the user responded to
the automated assistant 104 positively, thereby accepting the
call while driving the vehicle 116. In this instance, a single
output was provided by the automated assistant 104 and a
single response was provided by the user, therefore the
engagement between the automated assistant 104 and the
user was minimal. When the user receives similar incoming
call-related notifications from the automated assistant 104,
the engagement prediction engine 110 can generate data,
such as a score or a metric, that quantifies the engagement
that will be exhibited by the user, or required by the user to
respond to the automated assistant 104, will be less than a
majority of other interactions processed by the engagement
prediction engine 110.

Comparatively, the automated assistant 104 can provide
an output indicating that the user has received a message
from an acquaintance. In response, the user can request that
the message be read to the user by the automated assistant
104. The automated assistant 104 can then read the content
of the message to the user, and, if the content contains one
or more queries for the user, the automated assistant 104 can
ask the user whether they would like to reply to the message.
In response, the user can positively reply to the automated
assistant 104 and provide responsive content to be received
by the acquaintance via a message generated by the auto-
mated assistant 104. When the user receives similar mes-
sages from the acquaintance via the automated assistant 104,
the engagement prediction engine 110 can generate data that
indicates the engagement that will be exhibited by the user,
or required by the user, to respond to the automated assistant
104, will be greater than the amount of engagement exhib-
ited when responding to an incoming call (e.g., such as the
aforementioned example of the user being notified of a call
while the user is operating the vehicle 116). In this way, the
engagement prediction engine 110 and/or the automated
assistant 104 can track data that indicates a level of engage-
ment for particular notifications and/or interactions between
the user and the automated assistant 104.

In some implementations, the engagement prediction
engine 110 can estimate a level of operational engagement
of a user based on a number of maneuvers, a number of
turns, a property of a turn (e.g., angle, radius, time to
complete, etc.), traffic conditions, changes in elevation,
changes in speed, a number of intersections, a distance to an
upcoming navigation step, and/or any other property of a
route navigation being undertaken by a user that is traveling
within the vehicle 116. Operational engagement, and/or any
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data associated with operational engagement can be used by
the automated assistant 104 for making determinations about
when and/or how to present a notification to a user. The
engagement prediction engine 110 can estimate the levels of
operational engagement for various routes using data from a
variety of sources. For example the vehicle computing
device 122 can include one or more vehicle applications
126, which can provide navigation and/or vehicle related
data to the server device 102 via the network 114.

In some implementations, sensors located at, and/or oth-
erwise associated with, the vehicle 116 can generate vehicle
data 128, which can also be transmitted to the server device
102 via the network 114. In some implementations, the
personal computing device 140 can include applications
capable of communicating with the vehicle computing
device 122 and/or communicating with the server device
102. The engagement prediction engine 110 can use the
vehicle data 128, the data from the vehicle applications 126,
the data from the personal computing device 140, and/or any
other data that can be associated with and/or indicative of a
level of engagement exhibited, or otherwise expected from
a user, to navigate or otherwise control the vehicle 116.

In yet other implementations, the vehicle computing
device 122 can collect user interaction data 124 correspond-
ing to interactions between the user and the vehicle 116
and/or the vehicle computing device 122. For instance, the
user interaction data 124 can indicate that a user typically
invokes a media streaming application of the vehicle appli-
cations 126 a majority of a time when the user is navigating
the vehicle 116 to work in the morning. Therefore, because
the user has personally elected to use the media streaming
application of the vehicle applications 126 while navigating
the vehicle, a predicted level of operational engagement
generated for a morning work route navigation can be
estimated to be low relative to other route navigations.
Furthermore, a predicted level of application engagement
generated by the engagement prediction engine 110 for
operating the media streaming application can be low rela-
tive to other applications the vehicle computing device 122
can operate while navigating a route with the vehicle 116.

As an example, and in some implementations, while the
user is navigating the vehicle 116, the automated assistant
104 can receive an indication or other data indicating that an
acquaintance 138 is attempting to contact the user using a
message generated at a contacting computing device 130,
such as a tablet computing device 120. The automated
assistant 104 can determine, using account data available to
the automated assistant 104, that the personal computing
device 140 of the user is paired with the vehicle computing
device 122. Therefore, the automated assistant 104 has the
option to send the message from the acquaintance 138 to
either a vehicle application 126 or a message application of
the personal computing device 140. However, the automated
assistant 104 can determine whether to provide the message
in full, summarize the message for the user, automatically
respond on behalf of the user and provide the response to the
user, automatically respond on behalf of the user and delay
providing the response to the user, and/or otherwise modify
the receipt of the message by the user. Such modifications to
the presentation or provision of the message can be based on
a content of the message, a context of the message, the
assistant interaction data 106, the user interaction data 124,
the vehicle data 128, an estimate of operational engagement,
an estimate of application engagement, and/or any other data
generated by the engagement production engine 110 and/or
the automated assistant 104. This technique for transmitting
information can mitigate risks of injury to the user and also
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preserve computational resources at the various devices
involved in transmissions of data.

In some instances, when the automated assistant 104
elects to bypass transmitting a message or notification to the
personal computing device 144 and/or the vehicle comput-
ing device 122, the message can originate at a third-party
agent 136 hosted at the contacting computing device 130.
For example, the contacting computing device 130 can be
associated with a company that provides services associated
with vehicles, such as the vehicle 116. The third party agent
136 can be a third-party assistant application that is estab-
lished by the company to collect the vehicle data 128 from
the vehicle 116.

The third party agent 136 can provide a message to the
automated assistant 104 for receipt by the user. The auto-
mated assistant 104 can parse the message to identify a
query within contents of the message. The message can be,
for example, “Hi Jack, we recently plugged a hole in your
tire. Has the air pressure in your tire been constant since?”
The automated assistant 104 can identify the query request-
ing the tire air pressure data. The automated assistant 104
can thereafter determine whether the vehicle data 128
includes tire pressure data that has been collected since the
service was performed by the company associated with the
third party agent 136. The automated assistant 104 can
access data related to services performed on the vehicle 116
by processing the vehicle data 128, invoking certain func-
tions of the vehicle applications 126, performing searches
within account data available to the automated assistant 104
(with permission from the user), and/or any other source of
data indicative of recent services performed on the vehicle
116.

The message and/or query of the message can be pro-
cessed by the engagement prediction engine 110 in order to
estimate on amount of application engagement that the user
may exhibit in order to respond to the query. Because the
query can be responded to with vehicle data 128 that is
accessible to the automated assistant 104 without the user
explicitly providing verbal content or some other physically
exerted effort, the estimated amount of application engage-
ment can be minimal compared to the user accepting a phone
call or verbally providing content for a text message
response. Furthermore, in response to receiving the mes-
sage, the automated assistant 104 and/or the engagement
prediction engine 110 can estimate a current and/or future
amount of operational engagement that the user may exhibit
when operating the vehicle 116. For example, if the user is
on a particularly complicated route that is characterized by
multiple turns within a minute time period, the amount of
operational engagement can be estimated as higher than an
amount of operational engagement that a user may exhibit
when navigating the vehicle 116 without having any turns
for more than one or more minutes.

When the amount of application engagement estimated by
the engagement prediction engine 110 is low, and the
amount of operational engagement estimated by the engage-
ment prediction engine 110 is high, the automated assistant
104 can elect to provide a response to the third party agent
136 without immediately providing a response to the user.
For instance, the automated assistant 104 can identify the
tire air pressure data requested by the third party agent 136
and send the tire air pressure data back to the third party
agent 136 without notifying the user via the vehicle com-
puting device 122 and/or the personal computing device
140. Rather, at least based on a context of the message, such
as a portion of the route being navigated by the user, the
estimated application engagement, and/or the estimated
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operational engagement, the automated assistant 104 can
delay notitying the user of (i) the message from the third-
party agent 136 and/or (ii) the response that was provided by
the automated assistant 104 to the third party agent 136.

FIG. 2 illustrates a process diagram 200 for using an
automated assistant application to provide a responsive
message on behalf of a user that is engaging in an activity.
One or more steps or interactions described with respect to
the process diagram 200 can be embodied in instructions
that are executable by one or more computing devices that
host, or are otherwise accessible to, an automated assistant
application. The process diagram 200 can describe an inter-
action between a user that is navigating a vehicle 210, a
separate user 204 that is operating a portable computing
device 206, a remote computing device 202, such as a server
device that hosts the automated assistant application, and/or
a separate remote computer device 208, which can host one
or more other applications. The vehicle 210 being operated
by the user can include one or more computing devices 212,
which can communicate with the automated assistant appli-
cation via a network protocol such as LTE, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth,
and/or any other medium through which a network can be
accessed. Furthermore, the user can operate, or at least be
proximate to, a personal computing device that is paired, or
otherwise in communication, with the one or more comput-
ing devices 212 of the vehicle 210.

The process diagram 200 can include a transaction where
vehicle data 214 is transmitted from a computing device 212
of the vehicle 210 to the remote computing device 202. the
vehicle data 214 can include sensor data, user interaction
data, data collected from the personal computing device of
the user, navigation data, environmental data, and/or any
other data that can be associated with or accessible to a
computing device of a vehicle. The automated assistant
application can receive the vehicle data and determine that
the user is operating the vehicle 210. For instance, the
vehicle data 214 can include details of an excursion, or a
route that is being taken by the user, in order to arrive at a
particular destination. Therefore, the automated assistant
application can be put on notice that the user is distracted by,
or otherwise engaged in, the operation of the vehicle 210.

The process diagram 200 can also include a transaction
associated with route processing 216. Route processing can
include analyzing different portions of the route (e.g., using
geolocation data) being taken by the user in order to deter-
mine predicted levels of operational engagement corre-
sponding to the different portions of the route. For example,
a predicted level of operational engagement for a portion of
the route, corresponding to an extended period of time
driving on a highway, can be less than a predicted level of
operational engagement for a different portion of the route
corresponding to side streets, alleys, driveways, and/or any
other non-highway portions of the route. In some imple-
mentations, this transaction can be optional, as the auto-
mated assistant application may elect to not consider pre-
dicted levels of operational engagement that are based on
whether a user is navigating the vehicle 210.

Additionally, the process diagram 200 can include receiv-
ing an application notification 218. The application notifi-
cation 218 can be received from a separate remote comput-
ing device 208, which can host one or more different
applications. For example, an application of the one or more
different applications can include a shopping application,
and the application notification 218 can identify a deal being
offered by the shopping application. However, because the
user is operating the vehicle 210, the automated assistant
application can elect, based on a ranking process or learning
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process, to delay the presentation of such notifications until
the user is not as engaged in another activity (e.g., driving
the vehicle 210).

The process diagram 200 can further include a transaction
corresponding to sending a message to the user 220. In some
implementations, the message to the user can be associated
with a group chat or multi-user chat application that the user
employs to simultaneously chat with multiple different
people. The message from the separate user 204 can include
one or more queries, along with other content that may not
the intended to elicit a response from the user.

The process diagram 200 can additionally include a
transaction for applying an application filter 222. Specifi-
cally, the transaction of applying the application filter 222
can be performed by the automated assistant application at
the remote computing device 202 and/or the computing
device 212 of the vehicle 210. By filtering the applications
and/or notifications associated with one or more applications
accessible to the automated assistant application, the auto-
mated assistant application is able to prioritize the notifica-
tions to be received by the user. For instance, because the
automated assistant application was notified that the user is
operating the vehicle 210, the automated assistant applica-
tion can delay application notifications from the shopping
application but present notifications associated with mes-
saging applications. Alternatively, the automated assistant
application can delay application notifications from the
shopping application but modify the presentation of notifi-
cations associated with the messaging applications. Addi-
tionally, notifications from the messaging applications can
be filtered according to who is sending the messages to the
user.

In some implementations, application filtering can be
performed at the vehicle computing device 212. Any appli-
cations that are considered to be ranked high enough or
important enough for the user to receive notifications while
driving can be permitted by the vehicle computing device
212 to send notifications to the user. Identifiers for one or
more selected applications can thereafter be communicated
to the automated assistant application or the remote com-
puter device 202. Alternatively, data associated with a
selected application can be transmitted to the automated
assistant application or the remote computing device 202 for
further processing. For example, the process diagram 200
can include a transaction for transmitting message metadata
224. The message metadata 224 can be transmitted as a
result of the computing device 212 determining that the
application that received the message should have priority
over the shopping application, which was attempting to
notify the user of a recent deal. Application priority can be
determined based on past user interactions with the auto-
mated assistant application, data generated based on past
user interactions with various applications accessible to the
automated assistant application, contextual data associated
with the applications from which the notifications are
received, and/or any other data from which a priority of a
notification and/or an application can be based. The meta-
data can identify a name of the contact sending the message,
a heading of a message, content of the message, time data
associated with the message, and/or any other data that can
be associated with the sending and/or receiving of a mes-
sage.

Furthermore, the process diagram 200 can include a
transaction of determining contact rank 226. Determining
contact rank 226 can include identifying or accessing a
ranking of contacts with which the user has previously
communicated. The automated assistant application can
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generate rankings for contacts (e.g., identified in the meta-
data) according to how often the user responds to the
contact, how often the contact communicates with the user,
and/or processing application data that is associated with the
contacts (e.g., calendar application data, social networking
application data, etc.). For example, a spouse of the user can
be ranked higher than a co-worker the user, at least based on
data that indicates the user communicates with the spouse
more frequently than the coworker.

The process diagram 200 can further include a transaction
to identify message queries 228. The message queries can be
embodied as questions or other statements made within the
content of the received message. In some implementations,
the content of the message can be associated with an image
and/or text. For example, the text of the message can include
a question such as, “Do you know what kind of pepper this
is?,” and the image provided with the message can corre-
spond to a captured image of a poblano pepper.

The process diagram 200 can optionally include a trans-
action of estimating application engagement 230. An esti-
mate of application engagement can be generated by the
automated assistant application based on past interactions
with the application (e.g., the messaging application), con-
textual data associated with previous interactions with the
application, perceived movement of the user while interact-
ing with the application (e.g., eye movement, hand motions,
geolocation data, etc.) and/or any other data from which an
amount of engagement with an application can be inferred.
For example, because the aforementioned message includes
both text and an image, the automated assistant application
can generate an estimate of application engagement that
would be exhibited by the user in order to leave a message
and/or respond to the message. The estimate of application
engagement can then be compared to one or more thresholds
that correspond to message provisions that can be selected
by the automated assistant application in order to mitigate
distractions experienced by the user. For example, an esti-
mate of application engagement that is lower than a first
threshold can indicate to the automated assistant application
that the user can receive a notification in full without being
distracted. However, when the estimate of application
engagement is higher than the first threshold, the automated
assistant application can provide the notification in a con-
densed format (e.g., as less text than the full text message).
When the estimate of application engagement is higher than
a second threshold, the notification can be provided to the
user as an image or icon that merely indicates a message was
received from the separate user 204.

The process diagram 200 can include a transaction of
providing the visual notification 232 at the computing device
212 of the vehicle 210. The transaction of providing the
visual notification 232 can be based on, or a result of, the
automated assistant application determining that the mes-
sage received from the separate user 204 would be too
distracting to present to the user in a full or in a condensed
format. Therefore, the automated assistant application can
select to cause a visual stimulus to be presented at a
graphical user interface located within the vehicle of 210.

When the user selects to receive the full message, or at
least some data related to the message, then the transaction
corresponding to the notification selection at 234 can occur.
In other words, the computing device 212, or the personal
computing device of the user, can provide an indication to
the automated assistant application that the user would like
to view the message and/or provide a response to the
separate user 204.
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Optionally, in response to the user selecting to view the
notification, a transaction of increasing sender rank 236 can
be undertaken by the automated assistant application. Spe-
cifically, the automated assistant application can increase a
contact rank of the separate user at least based on the fact
that the user elected to receive or respond to the notification
associated with the separate user 204, despite the user
operating the vehicle on 210. In this way, the automated
assistant application can track a ranking of contacts in real
time as the user acknowledges or ceases to acknowledge
messages from different contacts.

The process diagram 200 can also include a transaction of
sending an auto-reply query 238. The auto reply query can
cause the user to be presented with a query regarding
whether the automated assistant application has permission
to respond to the separate user 204 on behalf of the user. In
other words, the automated assistant application can provide
a visual query (e.g., presenting text at an interface) and/or an
audible query, which can be output from an audio system of
the vehicle 210. The audible query can include, for example,
“Your husband asked you what kind of pepper is in an
image, and I can respond on your behalf. Would you like me
to respond on your behalf?”

If the elects to grant permission to the automated assistant
application, then the transaction of sending an auto-reply
selection 240 can be executed. In the aforementioned
example, the automated assistant application can identify the
query (“Do you know what kind of pepper this is?”),
correlate the query to the image, and search for an answer to
the query. For instance, the automated assistant application
can perform an image search of the internet using at least
some amount of data based on the image received from the
separate user 204 (with permission from the separate user
204 and/or the user), and determine whether an answer to the
query is provided in the search results. If an answer is
provided in the search results (e.g., a majority of search
results indicate that the image from the separate user 204
includes a poblano pepper), the automated assistant appli-
cation can undertake a transaction of generating a responsive
message 242 (e.g., “That is a poblano pepper.”).

As a result of the user granting permission to the auto-
mated assistant application to respond on behalf of the user,
and the automated assistant application identifying informa-
tion that is sufficient to answer the query, the automated
assistant application can undertake a transaction of trans-
mitting an auto-reply message 244 to the separate user 204.
In this way, the automated assistant application is able to
adapt to situations where the user may be distracted by
notifications that would typically be unregulated. Further-
more, computational resources can be preserved by not
providing every notification to the user. For instance, this
can preserve computational resources associated with gen-
erating images at display devices associated with the user,
providing audio output at devices associated with the user,
and/or otherwise communicating redundantly over various
electrically powered network connections.

FIG. 3 illustrates a state diagram 300 that provides an
example of how various notifications can be modified and/or
presented by an automated assistant to a user according to
predicted levels of engagement of the user. The state dia-
gram of 300, and/or the examples described with respect to
the state diagram 300, can be embodied as instructions
executable by one or more processors of one or more
computing devices. For instance, the examples described
with respect to state diagram 300 can be implemented
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through a series of steps taken by an assistant application
and/or any other application capable of receiving and/or
sending notifications.

The state diagram 300 can identify a period of time 302,
which provides a temporal relationship between activities
and/or steps occurring at the state diagram 300. For instance,
an automated assistant application can track levels of
engagement that a user exhibits, or is predicted to exhibit,
over a period of time 302. The levels of engagement can
correspond to one or more activities such as, for example,
navigating a vehicle through a route, work-related activities,
activities performed over a period(s) of time, and/or any
other tasks from which data can be gathered by the auto-
mated assistant application. The automated assistant appli-
cation, and/or an engagement prediction engine, can predict
various levels of engagement for a user based on data
associated with activities of the user, contextual data, geo-
location data, calendar data, pattern data associated with
frequent user activities, and/or any other data.

As an example, the state diagram 300 can describe a time
302 when the user is navigating a vehicle through a route
having a variety of conditions that affect the level of
engagement of the user. The route can be processed by the
assistant application, and/or any other process, in order to
generate various predicted levels of engagement for different
portions of the route. For instance, a first level of engage-
ment 310 can correspond to a first portion of a route that is
particularly complicated, as it requires the user to navigate
out of their neighborhood and onto the expressway. Because
of the timing of the first portion of the route, the user may
receive a variety of different notifications. The variety of
notifications can include a game notification 304, an email
notification 306, and text message notifications 308. The
automated assistant application can modify how each of the
notifications are presented to the user according to at least
the levels of engagement and/or any other data that can be
associated with activities of the user.

For instance, although the notifications are all received
while the user is predicted to be exhibiting the first level of
engagement 310, the automated assistant application can
elect to perform a function associated with the text message
notifications 308. Specifically, the user can specify contacts
that should receive auto replies when the user is driving or
regardless of a level of engagement of the user. Thereafter,
the automated assistant application can receive a text mes-
sage notification 308 and determine that one of the text
messages corresponds to a specified contact that should
receive an auto reply. The automated assistant can then
identify the first level of engagement 310 of the user and
generate an auto reply according to the first level of engage-
ment 310. For example, the first level of engagement 310
can exceed an engagement threshold thereby causing the
automated assistant application to not notify the user that an
auto reply to the text message 318 was performed.

As the user continues navigating the vehicle on the route,
the user can reach a portion of the route corresponding to a
second level of engagement 312. The second level of
engagement can be at or below the engagement threshold,
thereby causing the automated assistant application to pres-
ent a condensed text message 320 to the user. In other words,
because the second level of engagement 312 is below the
engagement threshold, the user can receive particular noti-
fications or messages that would not be as distracting as if
they were received by the user during the initial portion of
the route.

In some implementations, the user can be provided, by the
automated assistant application, with the option to receive
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certain notifications in a different modality. For example,
when the user is navigating the vehicle through a portion of
the route corresponding to a third level of engagement 314,
the automated assistant application can inquire whether the
user would like to receive their email messages in an audible
format and as a summary of emails 322. In this way, the user
would not necessarily have to take their eyes off the road to
receive their email messages, thereby reducing a number of
distractions and mitigating power consumption by not dis-
playing email messages at a display device. The user can
request that the automated assistant application present
summaries of the emails (e.g., “Tell me who my emails are
from and the subject lines of the emails™), or the automated
assistant application can infer how much of the emails the
user would like to hear based on past interactions between
the user and the automated assistant application. For
instance, the user may have previously requested the auto-
mated assistant application to only read the first couple
sentences of each of their unopened emails. Therefore, as the
user is driving and the level of engagement decreases, the
automated assistant application can choose to provide email
notifications wherein the first few sentences of each
unopened email are audibly presented.

At a certain portion of the route, the user can exhibit a
fourth level of engagement 316, as predicted by the auto-
mated assistant application. The fourth level of engagement
316 can be less than the other levels of engagement, thereby
putting the automated assistant application on notice that the
user is not particularly engaged in the activity they are
performing. As a result, the automated assistant application
can provide any remaining notifications that were not pre-
viously provided during the vehicle navigation. For
example, the automated assistant application can provide
game notifications 324 to the user when the user is at a
portion of the route (e.g., a stop at a red light, parking in a
driveway, etc.) corresponding to the fourth level of engage-
ment 316. Furthermore, because the fourth level of engage-
ment 316 is less than the other levels of engagement, the
modality through which the notifications are received can be
unchanged compared to previous times when the user has
received similar notifications (e.g., game notifications pre-
sented at a display device).

FIG. 4 illustrates a method 400 for providing a message
to a user at least partially based on a predicted level of
engagement the user can be expected to, or otherwise may
be required to, exhibit while navigating a vehicle through a
route. The method 400 can be performed by an assistant
application, a computing device, and/or one or more devices
capable of providing notifications and/or messages to a user.
The method 400 can include a block 402 of receiving, at an
automated assistant application, a message that is directed to
a user that is on an excursion to a destination via a vehicle,
which includes a computing device. The computing device
included in the vehicle can be accessible to the automated
assistant application. For instance, the automated assistant
application can be at least partially stored at the vehicle
computing device and/or be at least partially stored at a
remote computing device that is in communication with the
vehicle computing device over one or more direct or indirect
network connections.

The method 400 can further include a block 404 of
determining route intricacy data based on a route of the
excursion to the destination. The route intricacy data can
identify a first predicted level of engagement for the user to
navigate the vehicle during a first portion of the route. The
route intricacy data can be generated by the automated
assistant application and/or an engagement prediction
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engine that is in communication with the automated assistant
application. The route intricacy data can be determined
specifically based on properties of the route of the excursion
to the destination. Such properties can include a number of
turns, a number of expected speed changes, weather that is
predicted to affect the route, traffic that is predicted to affect
the route, elevation changes associated with the route, a
number of intersections in the route, a number of traffic signs
or a number of legal requirements for navigating the route,
and/or any other feature of the route that can make the route
more or less complicated to navigate. The properties of the
route can be identified from data that is stored by device that
also hosts the automated assistant application, and/or from
data that is available at separate devices but are otherwise
associated with entities that have information regarding the
route.

The method 400 can also include a block 406 of deter-
mining that the first portion of the route has been traversed
by the vehicle. The message can be received by the auto-
mated assistant application while the vehicle traversed the
first portion of the route. For instance, the message can be an
SMS message or text message that is transmitted from a
separate computing device associated with an acquaintance
of the user. While the user is driving or otherwise navigating
their vehicle through the first portion of the route, the
message can be received from the separate computing
device at the automated assistant application.

The method 400 can additionally include a block 408 of
determining a second predicted level of engagement for a
second portion of the route. The second predicted level of
engagement can be less than the first predicted level of
engagement. For instance, the first predicted level of
engagement can be characterized as a score or metric that is
higher than that of the second predicted level of engagement.
Therefore, the first portion of the route can be more com-
plicated, include more maneuvers, be more affected by
environmental conditions, and/or otherwise necessitate a
level of engagement from the user that is higher than a level
of engagement determined for the second portion of the
route. For example, the first portion of the route can have
more intersections than the second portion of the round,
and/or the first portion of the route can include more turns
than the second portion of the route.

Furthermore, the method 400 can include a block 410 of
causing, at least partially based on the second predicted level
of engagement, the computing device of the vehicle to
output at least a portion of the message or a summary of the
message to the user while the user is navigating the second
portion of the route. In other words, because the automated
assistant application determined that although the message
was received while the user was navigating the first portion
of the route, the automated assistant application acknowl-
edged that the message might distract the user while navi-
gating the first portion of the route. Furthermore, the auto-
mated assistant application thereafter identified a subsequent
portion of the route (i.e., the second portion of the route) that
required less engagement from the user to navigate. The
automated assistant application then modified a provision, or
otherwise delayed the presentation, of the message so that
the message would be received while the user was navigat-
ing the second portion of the route.

FIG. 5 illustrates a method 500 for providing a notifica-
tion to a user based on predicted or determined levels of
operational engagement and/or application engagement. The
method 500 can be performed by an automated assistant
application, a computing device, and/or one or more devices
capable of transmitting a message or notification to a user.
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The method 500 can include a block 502 of receiving, by an
automated assistant application, a route selected by a user.
The route that correspond to an excursion to be completed
by a user via a vehicle that includes a computing device that
is accessible to the automated assistant application. The
excursion can be a trip to a house owned by a friend of the
user, and the user can drive their vehicle to the house using
directions that are provided by the automated assistant
application and/or the computing device of the vehicle.

The method 500 can further include a block 504 of
generating predicted levels of operational engagement of the
user based on different portions of the route. The predicted
levels of operational engagement can quantify varying
amounts of attention that the user can exert, or be estimated
to exert, in order to navigate the vehicle during the different
portions of the excursion or route. For instance, a portion of
a route that includes multiple turns within a particular
distance or time period can correspond to a higher predicted
level of operational engagement than a portion of the route
that does not include multiple turns, or includes less turns,
within the particular distance or time period.

The method 500 can also include a block 506 of identi-
fying notifications received at the automated assistant appli-
cation from one or more applications that are accessible to
the automated assistant application. For instance, the noti-
fications can be provided by, or otherwise correspond to, a
variety of different applications that provide media to the
user through a variety of different modalities. The different
modalities can include audio, video, still images, text, aug-
mented reality, streaming broadcasts, physical sensations
such as vibrations, and/or any other medium through which
a user can receive notifications.

The method 500 can additionally include a block 508 of
generating predicted levels of application engagement of the
user based on the identified notifications. The predicted
levels of application engagement can quantify varying
amounts of cognition, or expected amounts of cognition, that
the user can exert when at least receiving the notifications or
responding to the notifications. For instance, a predicted
level of application engagement for responding to a text
message with specific content verbally provided by a user
can be higher than a predicted level of application engage-
ment for accepting a phone call from a friend. As another
example, a predicted level of application engagement for
viewing an image provided by a web service or through a
text message can be higher than providing permission to the
automated assistant application to send vehicle data to a
company or a third party agent application.

The method 500 can further include a block 510 of
correlating at least one notification of the identified notifi-
cations to at least one portion of the different portions of the
route. The correlation can be based at least on a comparison
between the predicted levels of operational engagement and
the predicted levels of application engagement. In other
words, the automated assistant application can compare the
predicted levels of operational engagement for different
portions of the route to predicted levels of application
engagement associated with the notifications. The auto-
mated assistant application can then determine the notifica-
tions that would be appropriate to provide to the user at
certain portions of the route. For example, a portion of the
route associated with the least predicted level of operational
engagement can be correlated to any of the notifications
identified because the user is predicted to not be particularly
engaged while navigating that portion of the route. However,
a portion of the route associated with the highest predicted
level of operational engagement can be correlated to one or
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more notifications associated with a least predicted level of
application engagement. The aforementioned correlation is
based on the assumption that the user will be exhibiting a
heightened level of engagement while navigating the portion
of the route and, therefore, any notifications requiring some
amount of engagement may cause the user to become
distracted.

Additionally, the method 500 can include a block 512 of
causing the computing device of the vehicle to provide the
at least one notification of the identified notifications when
the vehicle is traversing the at least one portion of the
different portions of the route. In some implementations, the
notification can be provided in full, in part, in a condensed
format, in a separate medium than originally submitted the
automated assistant application, and/or in a format having
some modified provision that is based on a predicted level of
operational engagement and/or a predicted level of applica-
tion engagement.

FIG. 6 illustrates a method 600 for automatically respond-
ing to a message from a person based on content of the
message and data available to an automated assistant appli-
cation. The method of 600 can be performed by an auto-
mated assistant application, a computing device, and/or one
or more devices capable of providing a response to a
message received at a computing device. The method 600
can include a block 602 of receiving, at an automated
assistant application, a message that includes content asso-
ciated with an excursion in which a user is participating. The
user can participate in the excursion using a vehicle that
includes a computing device that is accessible to the auto-
mated assistant application. Furthermore, the message can
be provided by, or originate from, a separate computing
device associated with the person, a company, and/or any
other entity capable of generating a message that can be sent
to a computing device.

The method 600 can further include a block 604 of
identifying, from the message, one or more queries associ-
ated with the excursion or the vehicle. For instance, a user
can receive a message that includes a variety of content, as
is typical with text messages between family, friends, and
other acquaintances. The content of the message can
include, for example, “Hey, we just got to the movie theater
and this place is packed. When do you think you will get
here?” The automated assistant application can parse the
message to identify content that corresponds to queries and
non-queries. For instance, the automated assistance appli-
cation can identify queries in messaging by analyzing words
that correspond to questions (e.g., who, what, when, where,
how, etc.) and/or characters (e.g., “?”) that signify a response
is being solicited. Furthermore, the automated assistant
application can filter and/or categorize the identified queries
to determine whether the automated assistant application is
capable of generating a response, on behalf of the user, to the
identified queries.

The method 600 can also include a block 606 of accessing
data available to the computing device. The data can be
associated with the vehicle or the excursion or route of the
user. For example, the automated assistant application can
access navigation data that identifies an estimated time of
arrival and a destination of the user. The automated assistant
application can search locations (e.g., using geolocation data
corresponding to the destination) at or near the destination to
identify whether the destination is proximate to a location
identified in the message (e.g., a movie theater). In accor-
dance with the aforementioned example, the automated
assistant application can search locations at or near the
destination and determine that the destination corresponds
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to, or is otherwise located proximate to, a movie theater. As
a result, the automated assistant application can have data
available for responding to one or more queries provided in
a message received by the automated assistant application.

The method 600 can additionally include a block 608 of
determining, based on the data and content of the one or
more queries, that the data identifies information that is
acceptable for answering the one or more queries without
explicit content being provided by the user. In other words,
the automated assistant application can determine that the
data accessible to the automated assistant application can be
embodied as, or otherwise converted to, a responsive mes-
sage. For instance, the destination identified in the naviga-
tion data can be determined by the automated assistant
application to be sufficient to fulfill or answer one or more
of the queries identified in the received message. Further-
more, the explicit content can refer to verbal or spoken
language intended by the user to be converted into text and
embodied as content for a message to be transmitted back to
the sender of the originally received message.

The method 600 can further include a block 610 of
generating the responsive message based on the data. The
responsive message being devoid of the explicit content
from the user. In other words, the responsive message can
optionally be exclusively generated by the automated assis-
tant application in response to receiving the original mes-
sage. Furthermore, the responsive message can optionally
incorporate the data identified from one or more applications
and/or devices accessible to the automated assistant appli-
cation. For instance, the responsive message can identify the
destination that was embodied in the navigation data that is
being used by the user in order to navigate the vehicle to the
destination.

The method 600 can additionally include a block 612 of
causing the responsive message to be transmitted to the
separate computing device from which the originally
received message was transmitted to the automated assistant
application. In some implementations, the responsive mes-
sage can be transmitted to the sender without the user being
notified that the response of message was transmitted. In
other implementations, the automated assistant application
can notify the user that the automated assistant application
has received a message from the sender and is able to
respond to the sender without any input from the user,
beyond optionally receiving permission to respond to the
sender. In yet other implementations, the automated assistant
application can respond to the sender with the responsive
message and subsequently notify the user of the originally
received message and/or the responsive message sent on
behalf of the user.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of an example computer system
710. Computer system 710 typically includes at least one
processor 714 which communicates with a number of
peripheral devices via bus subsystem 712. These peripheral
devices may include a storage subsystem 724, including, for
example, a memory 725 and a file storage subsystem 726,
user interface output devices 720, user interface input
devices 722, and a network interface subsystem 716. The
input and output devices allow user interaction with com-
puter system 710. Network interface subsystem 716 pro-
vides an interface to outside networks and is coupled to
corresponding interface devices in other computer systems.

User interface input devices 722 may include a keyboard,
pointing devices such as a mouse, trackball, touchpad, or
graphics tablet, a scanner, a touchscreen incorporated into
the display, audio input devices such as voice recognition
systems, microphones, and/or other types of input devices.
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In general, use of the term “input device” is intended to
include all possible types of devices and ways to input
information into computer system 710 or onto a communi-
cation network.

User interface output devices 720 may include a display
subsystem, a printer, a fax machine, or non-visual displays
such as audio output devices. The display subsystem may
include a cathode ray tube (CRT), a flat-panel device such as
a liquid crystal display (LCD), a projection device, or some
other mechanism for creating a visible image. The display
subsystem may also provide non-visual display such as via
audio output devices. In general, use of the term “output
device” is intended to include all possible types of devices
and ways to output information from computer system 710
to the user or to another machine or computer system.

Storage subsystem 724 stores programming and data
constructs that provide the functionality of some or all of the
modules described herein. For example, the storage subsys-
tem 724 may include the logic to perform selected aspects of
method 400, method 500, method 600, state diagram 300,
and/or to implement one or more of the server device 102,
the remote device 112, the engagement prediction engine
110, the automated assistant 104, the personal computing
device 140, the vehicle computing device 122, the contact-
ing computing device 130, the remote device 202, the
remote device 208, the vehicle computing device 212, or the
personal computing device.

These software modules are generally executed by pro-
cessor 714 alone or in combination with other processors.
Memory 725 used in the storage subsystem 724 can include
a number of memories including a main random access
memory (RAM) 730 for storage of instructions and data
during program execution and a read only memory (ROM)
732 in which fixed instructions are stored. A file storage
subsystem 726 can provide persistent storage for program
and data files, and may include a hard disk drive, a floppy
disk drive along with associated removable media, a CD-
ROM drive, an optical drive, or removable media cartridges.
The modules implementing the functionality of certain
implementations may be stored by file storage subsystem
726 in the storage subsystem 724, or in other machines
accessible by the processor(s) 714.

Bus subsystem 712 provides a mechanism for letting the
various components and subsystems of computer system
710 communicate with each other as intended. Although bus
subsystem 712 is shown schematically as a single bus,
alternative implementations of the bus subsystem may use
multiple busses.

Computer system 710 can be of varying types including
a workstation, server, computing cluster, blade server, server
farm, or any other data processing system or computing
device. Due to the ever-changing nature of computers and
networks, the description of computer system 710 depicted
in FIG. 7 is intended only as a specific example for purposes
of illustrating some implementations. Many other configu-
rations of computer system 710 are possible having more or
fewer components than the computer system depicted in
FIG. 7.

In situations in which the systems described herein collect
personal information about users (or as often referred to
herein, “participants”), or may make use of personal infor-
mation, the users may be provided with an opportunity to
control whether programs or features collect user informa-
tion (e.g., information about a user’s social network, social
actions or activities, profession, a user’s preferences, or a
user’s current geographic location), or to control whether
and/or how to receive content from the content server that
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may be more relevant to the user. Also, certain data may be
treated in one or more ways before it is stored or used, so that
personal identifiable information is removed. For example,
a user’s identity may be treated so that no personal identi-
fiable information can be determined for the user, or a user’s
geographic location may be generalized where geographic
location information is obtained (such as to a city, ZIP code,
or state level), so that a particular geographic location of a
user cannot be determined. Thus, the user may have control
over how information is collected about the user and/or
used.

We claim:

1. A method implemented by one or more processors, the
method comprising:

receiving, at computing device that provides access to an

automated assistant application, a message when a user

is participating in an activity,

wherein the message is directed to the user of the
computing device from a separate computing device
that is operated by a separate user, and

wherein the computing device includes activity data
that characterizes the activity that the user is partici-
pating in and a level of engagement exhibited by the
user when the user is participating in the activity;

determining, based on the activity data and receiving the
message, that a query included in the received message
is associated with the activity;
determining, based on determining that the query is
associated with the activity, that the activity data iden-
tifies information that satisfies a criteria for answering
the query without explicit user interface input provided
by the user in furtherance of responding to the message;

generating, based on determining that the activity data
identifies information that satisfies the criteria, a
responsive message that is based on the information
identified by the activity data;

causing, based on generating the responsive message, the

responsive message to be transmitted to the separate
computing device;

determining that the level of engagement satisfies one or

more threshold levels of engagement for causing the
automated assistant application to limit, while the user
is participating in the activity, provisioning of a noti-
fication regarding the message; and

causing, based on the level of engagement satisfying the

one or more threshold levels of engagement, the com-
puting device to limit rendering of the notification until
the user is no longer participating in the activity.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the information
satisfies the criteria for answering the query when the
automated assistant application determines that the informa-
tion can be used to generate one or more responses to the
query associated with the activity.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

causing, based on the level of engagement satisfying the

one or more threshold levels of engagement, the com-
puting device to select a modality for rendering a
different version of the notification while the user is
participating in the activity.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the notification is
rendered by the computing device via a different modality
subsequent to the user ceasing participation in the activity.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the information
characterizes an intent of the user to perform the activity at
a particular time, and the query elicits the user to provide the
particular time for the activity.
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6. The method of claim 1, wherein determining that the
query is associated with activity includes:

identifying a category corresponding to the query

included in the received message, and

determining, based on identifying the category, that the

category corresponds to the activity data that charac-
terizes the activity.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

causing the computing device to provide an inquiry to the

user, wherein the inquiry requests permission, from the
user, regarding whether the automated assistant appli-
cation is permitted to respond with the responsive
message without the user explicitly reciting content to
be included in the responsive message.

8. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium
configured to store instructions that, when executed by one
or more processors included in a computing device, cause
the one or more processors to perform operations that
include:

receiving, at computing device that provides access to an

automated assistant application, a message when a user

is participating in an activity,

wherein the message is directed to the user of the
computing device from a separate computing device
that is operated by a separate user, and

wherein activity data is accessible via the computing
device and the activity data characterizes the activity
that the user is participating in and a level of engage-
ment exhibited by the user when the user is partici-
pating in the activity;

determining, based on the activity data and receiving the

message, that a query included in the received message
is associated with the activity;
determining, based on determining that the query is
associated with the activity, that the activity data iden-
tifies information that satisfies a criteria for answering
the query without explicit user interface input provided
by the user in furtherance of responding to the message;

generating, based on determining that the activity data
identifies information that satisfies the criteria, a
responsive message that is based on the information
identified by the activity data;

causing, based on generating the responsive message, the

responsive message to be transmitted to the separate
computing device;

determining that the level of engagement satisfies one or

more threshold levels of engagement for causing the
automated assistant application to limit, while the user
is participating in the activity, provisioning of a noti-
fication regarding the message; and

causing, based on the level of engagement satisfying the

one or more threshold levels of engagement, the com-
puting device to limit rendering of the notification until
the user is no longer participating in the activity.

9. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
of claim 8, wherein the information satisfies the criteria for
answering the query when the automated assistant applica-
tion determines that the information can be used to generate
one or more responses to the query associated with the
activity.

10. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
of claim 8, wherein the activity data is generated based on
an input from the user to the automated assistant application
indicating that the user has begun the activity.
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11. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
of claim 8, wherein the information characterizes a location
for the activity, and the query elicits the user to provide the
location for the activity.

12. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
of claim 8, wherein the information characterizes an intent
of the user to perform the activity at a particular time, and
the query elicits the user to provide the particular time for
the activity.

13. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
of claim 8, wherein determining that the query is associated
with activity includes:

identifying a category corresponding to the query

included in the received message, and

determining, based on identifying the category, that the

category corresponds to the activity data that charac-
terizes the activity.

14. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
of claim 8, wherein the operations further include:

causing the computing device to provide an inquiry to the

user, wherein the inquiry requests permission, from the
user, regarding whether the automated assistant appli-
cation is permitted to respond with the responsive
message without the user explicitly reciting content to
be included in the responsive message.

15. A computing device, comprising:

one or more processors; and

memory configured to store instructions that, when

executed by one or more processors, cause the one or
more processors to perform operations that include:
receiving, at computing device that provides access to
an automated assistant application, a message when
a user is participating in an activity,
wherein the message is directed to the user of the
computing device from a separate computing
device that is operated by a separate user, and
wherein the computing device includes activity data
that characterizes the activity that the user is
participating in and a level of engagement exhib-
ited by the user when the user is participating in
the activity;
determining, based on the activity data and receiving
the message, that a query included in the received
message is associated with the activity;
determining, based on determining that the query is
associated with the activity, that the activity data
identifies information that satisfies a criteria for
answering the query without explicit user interface
input provided by the user in furtherance of respond-
ing to the message;
generating, based on determining that the activity data
identifies information that satisfies the criteria, a
responsive message that is based on the information
identified by the activity data;
causing, based on generating the responsive message, the
responsive message to be transmitted to the separate
computing device;

determining that the level of engagement satisfies one or

more threshold levels of engagement for causing the
automated assistant application to limit, while the user
is participating in the activity, provisioning of a noti-
fication regarding the message; and

causing, based on the level of engagement satisfying the

one or more threshold levels of engagement, the com-
puting device to limit rendering of the notification until
the user is no longer participating in the activity.
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16. The computing device of claim 15, wherein the
information satisfies the criteria for answering the query
when the automated assistant application determines that the
information can be used to generate one or more responses
to the query associated with the activity.

17. The computing device of claim 15, wherein the
activity data is generated based on an input from the user to
the automated assistant application indicating that the user
has begun the activity.

18. The computing device of claim 15, wherein the
information characterizes a location for the activity, and the
query elicits the user to provide the location for the activity.

19. The computing device of claim 15, wherein determin-
ing that the query is associated with activity includes:

identifying a category corresponding to the query

included in the received message, and

determining, based on identifying the category, that the

category corresponds to the activity data that charac-
terizes the activity.

20. The computing device of claim 15, wherein the
operations further include:

causing the computing device to provide an inquiry to the

user, wherein the inquiry requests permission, from the
user, regarding whether the automated assistant appli-
cation is permitted to respond with the responsive
message without the user explicitly reciting content to
be included in the responsive message.
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